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From the Director • • •

1

The Social Welfare Research Centre was
established as the result of an agree
ment between the Commonwealth of Aust
ralia and the University of New South
Wales. The initial agreement operated
for a period of five years from January
1,1980. As readers are aware,the
Centre was reviewed last year by an
independent committee. As a result of
this review a new agreement, again for
five years, has been negotiated. The
new agreement comes into effect on
January 1,1985.

The new agreement, which provides for
the Centre to be operated as a unit of
the University, includes many features
of the previous agreement, though
there are some changes in the Centre's
functions and in the operations of the
Advisory Committee. For information,
extracts from the new agreement are
reproduced:

3.1 The functions of the Centre will
be -

(a) to undertake and sponsor research
work on important aspects of social
welfare in Australia giving particu
lar, though not exclusive, attention
to identifying those individuals and
groups whose needs are especially
great; to study the options for re
lieving those needs in the Australian
context; to evaluate the effective
ness and efficiency of arrangements
for meeting the needs; and in so do
ing, to take particular account of
the necessity to develop an overall
plan for meeting the need for both
basic theoretical and practical
research;

(b) to provide opportunities for
postgraduate study of the matters
mentioned in 3.1(a); and

(c) to arrange seminars and confer
ences to foster understanding of and
to elucidate issues in those aspects
of social welfare mentioned in 3.1
(a); and

(d) to arrange for the publication of
the results of research and studies

carried out in or under the aegis of
the Centre.

4.1 The Centre will concern itself
with studies of social welfare
needs and priorities for future
developments, with special refer
ence to the following six main
areas:

(a) changes in society which could
affect future needs for social wel
fare services and the capacity of the
community to finance them, including
demographic and economic changes and
changes in ethnic composition, in
occupational and spatial patterns and
in personal and group life-styles;

(b) methods of providing and admin
istering social welfare services, in
cluding service delivery arrangements;

(c) methods of financing social wel
fare services;

(d) co-ordination of social welfare
policies, services and activities;

(e) the effectiveness of social wel
fare programs, including reviews in
the light of changing needs, social
and economic conditions and community
attitudes and expectations; and

(f) social welfare aspects of the op
eration of other programs, whether
undertaken by government or by the
non-government sector.

4.2 (1) In pursuance of its functions
under Article 3 and in relation to
the areas set out in clause 4.1
the Centre, subject to the appro
val of the Research Management
Committee may -

(a) undertake research through its
staff, visiting fellows or staff
seconded from other authorities and
agencies;

(b) contract out research projects to
individuals and groups in the Univ
ersity or in other universities or
research organisations, subject to
the consent of the Vice-Chancellor
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From the Director . . . (continued)

and Principal to any contract;

(c) undertake research commissioned
by other bodies.

4.2 (2) In pursuance of its functions
under Article 3 and in relation
to the areas set out in clause 4 01

the Centre may -

(a) convene small working study
groups and hold seminars to consider
and report on special problems;

(b) establish a working group within
the University to facilitate co
operation with schools and depart
ments in the University;

(c) publish or arrange for the pub
lication of books and articles and
of monographs and reports presenting
the results of research; and

(d) organise conferences.

4.3 Subject to this agreement the
Centre shall have responsibility
for the performance of its funct
ions and shall not in the exer
cise of that responsibility be
subject to any form of outside
di.rection or control.

8.1 The University will set up a
committee known as the Social
Welfare Research Centre Advisory
Committee.

8.2 The Advisory Committee shall com
prise a Chairman and not more
than eleven other members who
shall be appointed for specified
terms by the Vice-Chancellor and
Principal in accordance with the
fo 11 owing:

(a) four members shall be persons
nominated by the Minister;

(b) two members shall be persons who
are members of the academic staff of
the University; and

(c) other members shall be drawn
from persons concerned with social
welfare in State Government and non
government sectors, from other uni-

versities, from the trade union move
ment and from industry.

8.3 The Chairman shall be a member
appointed by the Vice-Chancellor
and Principal.

8.4 The role of the Advisory Committee
will be to advise the Director on
the medium term (two to three
years) research strategy which is
to be followed by the Centre in
pursing its functions under Article
3 and on the proposed research pro
gram for the ensuing year. In
formulating its advice to the Dir
ector, the Advisory Committee may
suggest additional research topics
for inclusion in the program.

8.5 The Advisory Committee shall meet
as decided by the Chairman but not
less frequently than two times in
each calendar year.

10.1 A committee known as the Social
Welfare Research Management Comm
ittee will be established by the
Vice-Chancellor and Principal after
consultation with the Minister.

10.2 The Research Management Committee
shall comprise not more than four
members.

10.3 The role of the Research Management
Committee will be to consider the
broad general research strategy
proposed for the medium term by the
Advisory Committee, and the de
tailed research programs brought
to it by the Director. Having
taken into account any additional
advice on the Director's proposals
provided by the Advisory Committee,
and matters raised on the initia
tive of its own members, the Re-
search Management Committee will -

(a) approve the indicative medium
research plan;

(b) approve the program of research
proposed for the ensuing year;
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(c) consider recommendations from
the Director about the allocation of
resources for the conduct of the pro
posed annual research program and,

(d) in the light of that considerat
ion, approve a specific research
program and the resources necessary
for its conduct, taking note of any
necessary statement of priorities
demanded by resource constraints.

10.4 The Research Management Committee
shall meet not less frequently
than four times in each calendar
year.

11.2 Members of the staff of the Centre
and persons undertaking work on
its behalf will, as individuals,
be free to express opinions on
policy issues in the same way as
other members of the academic
community, but as an integral
part of the University the Centre
as such will be precluded from
issuing policy statement~.

11.3 The Advisory Committee will not
issue policy statements.

12.1 The Centre and its staff will co
operate with other bodies working
in the fields of social welfare
such as government departments,
instrumentalities and agencies
(Federal, State and local) and
non-government bodies and the
Centre will seek to plan its work
in such a way as not to duplicate
or overlap other research activ
ities.

It is with some considerable enthusiasm
that we are now orienting ourselves to
wards our new research agenda. The
final composition of the research ag
enda and the specific projects therein
will be announced in the next News
letter. By the time the next News
letter is published a number of new
research projects will be well in
train and I shall have commenced a
twelve month period of Special Studies
Program (sabbatical leave). In my
absence Adam Jamrozik will be Acting
Director of the SWRC.

* * *

International Youth Year '85
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SEMINARS I SESSION 1 I 1985.
Information about this new series of seminars will be available shortly and wi 11
appear in the March 1985 edition of the SWRC Newsletter.

SWRC SEMINAR REPORTS

In this section we provide summaries of seminars conducted by the Social W~lfare

Research Centre. The final 2 seminars of 1984 are reported in this issue.

They are:

2. ACCOMMODATION POLICIES FOR ELDERLY PEOPLE 21st September

(i) Chris Rossiter and Adam Graycar (SWRC}
Policy Issues

{ii} Marie Col.eman {Social Wel.fare Policy Seeretax-iat., Canberra}
Pol.icy Responses

3. COMPARATIVE SOCIAL POLICY 19th October

(i) John Lawrence {Professor of Social. Work~ University of NSW}
Comparative Study of Social Policy : Conceptual. and Method
ol.ogical. Issues

(ii) Bob Dapre {Research & Statistics Branch~ Devel.opment
Division~ DSS~ Canberra}

Approaches to Income Security in the OECD Countries

Please note that seminar papers are not available unless specified.

2. ACCOMMODATION POLICIES FOR ELDERLY PEOPLE.

During the first half of this seminar,
Chris Rossiter and Adam Graycar of the
Social Welfare Research Centre pres
ented data on the accommodation cir
cumstances of elderly people in Aust
ralia and the implications of these
data for policy makers. After the
break, Marie Coleman, Special Adviser
to the Social Welfare Policy Secretar
iat in Canberra, presented a paper on
the policy responses to the issue of
accommodation for aged people.

The first presentation explained the
importance of the issue: not only for
elderly people themselves who tend to
spend a large part of their time 'at
home I and who rely upon their homes for
physical and financial security~ but
also for government, given the level
of public expenditure on various types
of aged persons' accommodation.

Elderly people do not have identical
housing experiences and the elderly
population is housed in a wide range
of accommodation types. However,
given that old age is often associated
with increased incidence of poverty
and of ill health and/or disability,
it is crucial to understand how these
factors relate to housing circum-
" tances.

To clarify the issue and to assist
understanding of this relationship,
Chris Rossiter presented national
data on the current accommodation
circumstances of elderly people.
These data covered a number of objec
tive aspects of housing and included
the following points:

• Nearly all elderly people live 'in
private dwellings in the community',
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with only about 6% of those aged 65 or
over living in institutions at any
time. This is true even for elderly
people with handicaps, of whom only
19% live in institutions. The vast
majority of elderly people wish to live
in their own homes, even if they have
difficulties in looking after them
selves (or the home). This is also
relevant in the light of policy init
iatives promoting Icommunity care l for
disabled or frail elderly people.

• Amongst elderly people living in
private dwellings, nearly three quart
ers are onwer-occupiers, most of whom
have paid off their mortgages. This
proportion decreases somewhat with age
and amongst elderly women. Of house
holds with heads aged 65 or more, 6%
are tenants of housing commissions and
other government agencies, and 9% are
private tenants. Elderly household
heads are less likely to be renters
than the population as a whole (15%
c.f. one quarter of all households)
and, accordingly, they are more likely
to own their own homes. Although this
pattern suggests more housing Isecur
ityl amongst elderly people, the pro
blems experienced by private tenants
in general are often worse for those
older tenants who have fixed and
sma 1I incomes. Pr i vate rent i ng in
old age is often associated with pov
erty and other disadvantages early in
1i fee

• A majority of elderly people live in
houses as distinct from other types of
dwellings. However, there is a tend
ency for them to Itrade-down I their
housing with increasing age; many of
those aged 75 or more live in flats
or units and a diminished proportion
in separate houses. Many elderly
people living in houses require some
degree of maintenance and repair, as
well as gardening, which are difficult
for those with physical limitations or
for lone women who are not used to
managing such tasks •

• The importance of minimal housing

5

costs for low income households was
discussed. Although elderly households
pay a smaller than average proportion
of their income on housing costs, there
are particular problems for elderly
people who are not protected by either
home-ownership or well-maintained
housing and whose expenditure on hous
ing is thus unpredictable and often
high.

• Australia1s elderly population tends
to be fairly well-housed and the major
problems are associated not with lack
of amenity, but with housing costs (as
a proportion of income) and with its
unsuitability for those with physical
disabilities. However, a 1974 survey
found that one tenth of the dwellings
with elderly occupants were not in a
satisfactory condition.

• Access to a car diminishes with age,
making location a vital element for
elderly people1s housing.

• The vast majority of elderly people
are satisfied with their housing.

Clearly this summary gives a very gen
eralised view of elderly people1s
housing. More detail was given on
housing circumstances of different
groups of elderly people. In particu
lar, the problems of older women were
highlighted, given their greater like
lihood of being very elderly, disabled
and/or widowed, as well as having
lower incomes than either younger
people or elderly men. They are more
likely to be living alone and to be
private renters, both of which can
present particular difficulties.

There was little emphasis in this part
of the seminar on the small proportion
of elderly people in institutions or
other Ispeciall housing. Rather it
was intended to give a broad overview
of housing trends, in order to under
stand current patterns and point to
possible future needs.
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Following the presentation of housing
data,Adam Graycar discussed the dis
tinction between housing and accommo
dation conditions and housing and
accommodation problems. Housing and
accommodat ion he argued is conce rned,
not only with physical structures, but
also with issues of dependency, funct
ional ability, choice, affordability
and access. Many of the problems con
fronting elderly people are environ
mentally conditioned and consequently
the nature of the roof over one's
head and the location of the residence
require careful analysis. Policy
issues relate,then, to closed care
policies, open care policies, and com
posite policies which mix open and
closed care.

Having identified appropriate targets
for policy intervention, and having
distinguished conditions and problems,
the seminar then turned to four policy
issues: issues in housing people in
dependently; issues in accommodating
people in residential care; income
support issues which allow people to
pay rent, or to pay regular or unex
pected housing costs; issues in keep
ing people appropriately housed in
their own homes. Each of these areas
was discussed in terms of intervention
issues, reasons for intervention, and
interests to be served. The key lies
in the ability to relate resources and
skills to needs and problems.

The final paper in the morning's
seminar was presented by Marie Cole
man, who spoke about some recent
Commonwealth initiatives in relation
to accommodation for elderly people.
She reiterated the point made earlier
that most elderly people do not have
housing problems and noted that some
of the recent debate on public ex
penditure on aged people has te~ded

to be alarmist. The majority of
elderly people (like the majority of
all people) do not depend on govern-

ment for their living arrangements.
Similarly, most elderly people do not
rely on government for personal assis
tance and care: those who do need such
help are more likely to receive it from
relatives and paid services.

In general terms, Commonwealth housing
policies have had three main aspects:
support for public housing, the pro
motion of private home-ownership and
the payment of supplementary benefit
or allowance to low income private
renters receiving pensions and bene
fits. These measures are complemented
by State housing policies and various
pensioner fringe benefits. Eligibility
for some of the housing-related fringe
benefits is widespread amongst the
elderly population. (Marie Coleman
drew attention to the recently publ
ished report on Pensioner Fringe Bene
fits: their range, cost and value,
Social Welfare Policy Secretariat,
June 1984. This indicates the range
of Commonwealth, State and non-Common
wealth benefits available to pensioners
including those on Age and Service
pensions. The majority of State and
Territory government expenditure goes
on housing-related benefits: rate
rebates and public housing rent
rebates. Commonwealth outlays on
fringe benefits include $335.8 m on
Supplementary Assistance and Mortgage
and Rent Relief.)

The paper then traced the post-war
development of Commonwealth policies
relating to elderly persons' accommo
dation, including funding the capital
cost of nursing homes, hostels and
homes for healthy elderly people, the
development of subsidies and benefits
for residents in nursing homes and
hostels, and various policies to fac
ilitate home care and maintain frail
elderly people independently in the
community. Amongst these is the re
cently announced Home and Community
Care package, aimed at expanding and
consolidating domiciliary services to
aged people as well as other target
groups.



Despite the range of policies covering
the accommodation of frail or confused
elderly people, other areas have not
yet been addressed. These include:

• the needs of elderly residents of
private boarding houses, who currently
benefit from income support programmes
only and yet whose needs are often
major.

• elderly home-owners of modest means
who wish to move to smaller, more
easily maintained housing, but who are
either constrained by the costs of
such a move or daunted by the prospect
of assessing the alternatives.

• the effects of assets-related polic
ies on individual decisions about re
housing.

• the housing needs of today's female
lone parents who are unlikely to be
home owners as they reach retirement
age and who are thus likely to need
some assistance at that time.

• methods to distinguish between those
who can be cost-efficiently supported
in their own homes from those who
could be gently encouraged to consider
rehousing.

• the need to distinguish between
'need for service'and 'need for sub
sidy in respect of that service' and,
thus to develop a consistent subsidy
po1icy.

In conclusion, Marie Coleman outlined
the following priorities in ter~s of
housing policy for elderly people:

(i) assistance to the pensioner in
privately rented accommodation;

(ii) advice services to facilitate
more appropriate rehousing of
home-owning pensioners; and

(iii) expansion of sheltered accommo
dation for those aged and dis
abled persons requiring it, and
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of the range of such accommodat
ion that is available, but not
necessarily on a basis providing
an accommodation subsidy to per
sons with substantial income or
assets.

(iv) Consistent with this would be an
approach to the financing of
care and support within shelter
ed accommodation which took acc
ount both of the economic situ
ation of residents and the ex
tent of disability or need for
care.

3. COMPARATIVE SOCIAL POLICY.

Professor John Lawrence of the School
of Social Work, University of New
South Wales, presented a paper on
Comparative Study of Social Policy
Conceptual and Methodological Issues.
Professor Lawrence presented an argu
ment that all study was comparative;
as a field of study became more theor
etically explicit and sophisticated,
it had to be based on important com
parisons. The term 'comparative soc
ial pol icy' indicated a growing aware
ness of the need for such important
comparisons in that field. As this
field of study developed further, the
'comparative' aspect was likely to
disappear as a separately designated
aspect of 'the study of social policy'.

The progress in the study of social
policy depended on the quality of the
study itself. It was important to
note that 'study' meant a process of
intensive activity aimed to acquire
knowledge and understanding. It
called for sustained application, the
capacity to formulate concepts, to use
concepts appropriately, to follow an
argument and to make an argument, to
see the point of things. The quest
for knowledge started and ended in
theory. It impl ied theor iz i ng, or
making assumptions, comparing and
gaining understandinq.
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Social policy could be interpreted as
·collective action for social welfare·
which meant that it was action for a '
certain purpose, that is, it meant ex
plicitly certain ends and the manner
in which these ends were to be pursued.
Initially, studies of social policy
concentrated on 'the social services·
or ·social welfare services·. More
recently, studies had become more
theoretical and analytical in charac
ter, attempting to relate social policy
to social theory. More cross-national
studies were also taking place. Pro
fessor Lawrence referred especially to
studies by Joan Higgins, Barbara Rod
gers, and David Donnison.

The framework for social policy analy
sis that Professor Lawrence proposed
included five components~ first, the
people, that is, the demographic data
of those whose well-being was being
assessed; second, their 1 iving stand
ards in relation to common social
goals, e.g., income and wealth, health
education, housing, employment, civil'
and political rights, family well-be
ing, recreation, mobility; third, the
goal attainment mechanisms, i.e. the
economic market, the formal non-market
mechanisms (e.g. government, non
government), and the informal non
market mechanisms, such as the family,
friendships, neighbourhood groups and
work groups; fourth, values, ideolo
gies and theories, that is, the crit
eria for choosing social welfare
means and ends; and fifth, policy
alternatives in the components 1 to 4.

These components needed to be consid
erably refined and systematically de
veloped so as to provide an adequate
conceptual base for the description,
comparison, measurement, theory-form
ulation, and theory-testing. Such
endeavours, if pursued systematically,
would eventually overcome the present
situation in which the language for
social policy description and analysis
lacked precision and for this reason
it was often used as the language of
political rhetoric rather than for
proper analysis and understanding of
social pol icy.

Mr Bob Dapre then spoke on Approaches to
Income Security in the OECD countries.

The term • income security' as used in
his paper was intended essentially to
cover social security pensions bene
fi ts and allowances, inc 1udi ng' emp 1oy
ment injury (workers' compensation)
benefits which some may not think of
as a social security benefit. Brief
reference was made to non-government
provisions such as occupational super
annuation and life assurance.

Pensions, benefits and allowances paid
to veterans in connection with service
in the armed forces and education ben
efits (although falling within the
general definition of income security)
fell outside the scope of the paper.
Non-cash welfare services were also ex
cluded. The intention in principle was
to exclude health benefits - however
there was some overlap between income'
security and health benefits in many
countries as cash sickness benefits
paid to persons unable to work due to
sickness frequently fell within the
ambit of the health system.

The paper was restricted to the OECD
countries. These countries tend to
have economic and social conditions
simi lar to those of Australia and to
have highly developed income security
systems. In addition information is
most readily available on these count
ri es.

The Australian income security system
is generally different from those of
other OECD countries.

The OECD countries tend to have social
insurance systems under which most or
all pensions and benefits are financed
via specific contributions levied on
employers and employees, frequently
with an element of subsidy from the
general revenue of the government.
Payments are usually related, at least
in part, to a person1s previous earn
ings and period of contributory employ
ment and are not generally income or



means tested (although a test on earned
income may apply and they are frequent
ly taxable). In the case of benefits
designed to cover essentially short
term contingencies (principally unem
ployment and sickness benefits) the
duration of entitlement is usually
limited. There is generally some type
of means tested social assistance pay
ment available to those not covered by
the insurance provisions or whose in
surance benefits have been exhausted.

In Australia, by contrast, social sec
urity pensions and benefits (other than
workers' compensation) are financed
entirely from the general revenue of
the Government and rates of payment are
not related to previous earnings or
employment. Most payments are subject
to an income test under which the
pension or benefit is reduced once in
come from other sources exceeds certain
levels, and are taxable. Employment
injury benefits are, of course, by
their nature employment related. These
are provided in Australia, as in other
countries, under social insurance
principles.

Mr Dapre then examined certain common
and individualistic features of the
income security arrangements in other
countries using the classifications of:

• social insurance schemes;
fami ly benefits;

• social assistance;
• provisions for sole parents; and
• non-government provisions.

During his discussion of this, the
following examples were noted:

• In Finland, Norway and Sweden, bene
fits under the maternity insurance
scheme are payable to working men who
stay home to care for a new born child
while the mother returns to work.

• Governments in a number of OECD
countries have recognised social and
economic advantages in providing in-
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crements above normal benefits to those
who wish to postpone retirement beyond
the normal retirement age. To date,
only the United States has introduced
legislation to enable this.

• Most OECD countries (USA excepted)
have family allowance programs which
pay an allowance uniformly for each
child, regardless of number. The next
most common arrangement is fc~ the
size of payment to increase for each
additional child, up to a point.

• For countries with well-developed
earnings-related social insurance
schemes, social assistance (or payments
of last resort) are generally a minor
provision to 'plug gaps' in the system.
The United Kingdom is a special case
in which the supplementary benefit
scheme is a very large social assist
ance scheme on which around 12% of the
population depend, but these days in
a way which effectively 'tops up' the
insurance benefit for many people.

• In France, there is a lone parent
allowance, which guarantees a minimum
income to sole parents up to one year
from the date of eligibility, or until
the youngest child reaches the age of
three, by making up the difference be
tween the recipients' total income
(wh i ch i ncl udes some fami ly benefi ts )
and a guaranteed, legislated minimum
income.

• Among OECD countries there exists
a variety of non-government provisions
regarding occupational superannuation,
life insurance, etc. In some countries
there is a three-tiered system of in
come provision for the aged - the
general social security age pension,
a complementary industry-based system
covering virtually all employees (as
in France) and separate private
schemes. Other countries (such as the
United Kingdom) allow contracting-out
of the state insurance scheme, pro
vided that at a minimum they are not
less generous than those of the state.
Governments generally provide tax con-
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cessions in respect of occupationai
superannuation.

Mr Dapre continued by tracing develop
ments in social security in the OECD
countries, from post-war expansion
where social expenditure grew at almost
twice the rate of Gross Domestic Product.
through to the financing problems beino
felt in the low-growth 1970s and 1980s:
while social expenditure continued to
rise in response to economic and demo
graphic conditions. This raises the
question of whether there is a current
or pending financial crisis in social
security,and in a political area such
as this, Mr Dapre maintained it was
difficult to assess the situation.

Finally, he spoke of the policy implic
ations for Australia of international
comparisons. The main difference which
emerges is that the Australian income
security system pays flat rate, income
tested benefits from general revenue,
reflecting its primary objective of
poverty alleviation. The other OECD
countries generally pay earnings re
lated benefits, reflecting as a primary
objective the maintenance of living
standards.

He concluded the paper with a discuss
ion of the issues involved in consid
eration of the government-proposed not
ion of a national superannuation scheme.

INTERNATIONAL
YOUTH YEAR, 1985 (IYY)

The United Nations has declared 1985
International Youth Year (IYY). The
year will focus on young people be
tween the ages of 12 - 25.

Under the themes of 'Participation',
'Development' and 'Peace', the goals
of the year are:
• to create ways of making sure youth
are being heard
• to ensure that issues of importance
to youth are talked about and acted
upon
• for better understanding by the
community of current needs of youth
• for all levels of Government to be
come more responsible to and involving
of youth in decision making
• to enable youth to actively partic
ipate in the management of all instit
utions which affect them.

In Austral ia, responsibility for the
year is a joint effort between the
Federal Ministry of Education and
Youth Affairs, State/Territory Gov
ernments, Confederation of Australian
Industry, Australian Council of local
Government Associations, ACTU and the
Youth Affairs Council of Australia.

On a day to day basis the National IYY
Co-ordinating Committee will be co
ordinating IYY planning in conjunction
with State Steering Committees. Al
ready some initiatives, such as pam
phlets and posters, an Action Kit on
'How to do IYY' - a guide to young
people's involvement in IYY, are in
production.

* * *
The Youth Affairs Council, the peak
non-government youth affairs body in
Australia,will be co-ordinating pro
jects on behalf of the broader youth
field and non-government sector.

The office of the Youth Affairs
Counc i I in each State or Terri tory
may be contacted for information about
involvement at a local level, as may
the State Steering Committees of IYY
through GPO Box 1185 in each State
capital.
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EXTERNAL SEMINAR PRESENTATIONS

CONFERENCE

OF HEALTH ECONOMISTS

Jill Hardwick presented a Work-in-Pro
gress paper on Standardization of the
Hospital1s Caseload for Diagnostic Mix
and Resource Use: A Comparison of Two
Approaches to the 6th Australian Con
ference of Health Economists, Austral
ian National University, Canberra, on
September 21, 1984

NATIONAL CONFERENCE

ON WORK, INCOME AND lEISURE

IN THE YEARS AHEAD

The Conference,held at the University
of Wollongong on 28-29 September 1984,
was organised by the Centre for Tech
nology and Social Change of the Uni
versity. It attracted large partici
pation and speakers from Australia and
overseas. The opening address was
given by the Honourable Barry Jones,
MP, Minister for Science and Technol
ogy.

Adam Jamrozik presented a paper on the
topic of Leisure as Social Consumption
: Some Equity Considerations for Soc
ial Policy. The abstract of the paper
reads:

With the scarcity of paid employment
in the labour market likely to con
tinue into the foreseeable future, the
issue of leisure will call for increas
ing consideration as an issue for
social policy. Brought into the pub
lic sphere, leisure activities can be
an important component of social con
sumption, and can be provided (and
consumed) under the rubric of health,
education, culture or recreation, or
even under the rubric of lwork l•

Depending on the perception of Iwhat
is leisure?1 and on corresponding
allocation of resources, leisure
activities have thus a potential of

becoming a Isocial equalizer l or a new
source of social inequality. For this
reason alone, the issue of leisure
warrants attention in social policy,
not only in considering leisure as a
possible alternative to work but also
as a determinant of people1s life
styles and life chances.

The paper examines the issue of leis
ure by reviewing some literature on
the subject and then relating leisure
consumption to four areas of socio
economic activity in Australia: part
icipation in the labour market;
income distribution; consumption
patterns; and the organization of the
leisure industry. It concludes with
an observation that the issue of
equity in leisure consumption lies in
that the more such consumption becomes
economically important the more it be
comes another source of social inequal
ity. If this is to be prevented,
social policy would need to aim at a
more equitable distribution of re
sources and social provisions which
act as determinants of leisure consum
ption.

Russell Ross also gave a paper at the
National Conference. Entitled A New
Proposal for Measuring Underutilisat
ion of Labour, the paper presumes wide
acknowledgement that the official un
employment rate is not a reliable
indicator of the state of the labour
marketo The paper proposes a method
for measuring the rate of underutilis
ation of the labour force which takes
into account all aspects of under
utilisation, e.g. all types of under
employment as well as unemployment.
In the process a somewhat broader
definition of the labour force is used,
with some attention focussed on the
impacts on the size of the labour force
of welfare benefits, early retirement
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schemes, and job creation/maintenance
programs.

MEALS ON WHEELS CONFERENCE

On October 4 Jill Hardwick presented a
paper on Volunteerism in Australia
to the First National Meals on Wheels
Conference. Only recently has there
been some attempt to assess the extent
and nature of volunteer activity in
Australia. This paper drew on material
from two major surveys. A national
survey of non government welfare org
anisations (NGWOs) was conducted by
the SWRC in 1981 which showed that 85
per cent of such organisations have
volunteers. In 1982 the Australian
Bureau of Statistics undertook a
household survey to estimate the
extent of volunteer activity in Vic
toria and Queensland. Using these
data, the paper explored a number of
issues: the total number of volunt
eers; differences between men and
women volunteers both in service areas
as well as specific tasks performed and
in their-employment status. Women1s
volunteer work was then compared with
other forms of women's work, both paid
and unpaid. As women are concentrated
in specific jobs within the paid labour
market, which often have close parall
els to domestic work, so too is volun
tary work differentiated on the basis
of gender. Volunteer work, however,
involves a substantial paradox. Given
that there is discrimination in all
forms of work along gender lines, vol
unteer work has provided many opport
unities for women in terms of personal
development and job experience. More
over, the original philanthropic work
by women in the nineteenth century
constituted the basis upon which the
suffragette movement was formed. More
recently, women's movements were
created on the basis of volunteer work.
These groups have been reponsible for
initiating social change in areas
which include child care, equal pay,

women1s health rights, women1s refuges
and nuclear disarmament.

The paper concluded by noting that
recent awareness of inequalities be
tween men and women in the paid labour
market has led to moves towards equal
pay and the introduction of legislat
ion relating to Equal Employment Opp
ortunity and Anti Discrimination. In
the light of the similarities between
paid and unpaid work, it is desirable
that the sphere of unpaid work (domes
tic work and volunteer work) should be
the focus of similar political pressure.

THE POLISH IMMIGRANTS
IN AUSTRALIA

A Seminar on Polish Settlement in Aus
tralia 1947-1984, organized by the
Polish Welfare and Information Bureau,
Ashfield, NSW, was held on 12 October,
1984. While focussing on the experi
ence of Polish immigrants, the seminar
discussed wider issues of ethnic minor
ities in Australia. The Polish immi
grants constituted the largest non
English speaking group of immigrants
in the early post-war period, and their
experience over nearly forty years in
this country has many implications for
other minority groups which arrived in
Australia in subsequent years. The
ageing process of ethnic minority
groups is of particular relevance to
social welfare services.

The SWRC contribution to the seminar
was ~ paper presented by Adam Jamrozik
on the topic of Polish Immigrants in
Australia: A Quiet Presence and an
Uncertain Future. The abstract of the
paper reads:

Polish immigration to Australia dates
from the early Colonial days, but the
first large scale immigration took
place only in the post-war years, from
1948 to 1951. In those four years,
nearly 70,000 Poles arrived here, con
stituting at the time the largest non-



British group entering the country.
Since then, the inflow slowed down to a
trickle until the late 1970s. From
then until 1983 about 13,000 'new'
Polish immigrants have arrived in
Australia. There are now approximately
80,000 first generation Poles in Aus
tralia and with the second and third
generation their numbers have been
estimated at 180,000, or 1.2 per cent
of total population.

The 'quiet presence' of the Polish
community in the Australian society has
been due to many factors apart from its
relatively small size: the early ass
imilationist pol icies of the Government
and public attitudes towards the new
comers; the social and economic con
ditions under which the settlement took
place; the socio-economic character
istics of the early immigrants; and
the endeavour of Polish community org
anisations to preserve the language and
cultural heritage of their members
rather than seek their economic ad
vancement in the host country.

The 'new' Polish immigrants represent
a 'rejuvenation' of the Polish commun
ity as well as an important inflow of
'human capital' into Australian society.
However, the future of the Polish
identity in Australia warrants some
concern because of the low biological
renewal, the tendency to out-marriage
among the Poles and geographical dis
persion rather than congregation in
specific localities. At the same time,
the future may be looked upon with
cautious optimism because the policies
and attitudes towards ethnic minorit
ies in Australia have now changed and,
furthermore, the Poles have demon
strated throughout history and in the
last three decades in Australia that
they can preserve their identity and
cultural heritage even under adverse
conditions.
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SOCIAL POLICY AND LEISURE

At the request of the Department of
Youth, Sport and Recreation, Victoria,
Adam Jamrozik gave the opening address
to the State and Local Government Re
creation Officers Conference, at Lorne,
Victoria, on 16 October, 1984. The
title of the address was Social Policy
in Australia: Its Relevance to Social
Needs and Social Consumption. The aim
of the address was to relate issues of
social policy to the growing field of
recreational activities that are now
provided under the auspices of health,
education, tourism, recreation, or
culture.

In tracing the evolution of social
policy in Australia, the address
pointed out that the term 'social pol
icy' had a range of meanings and in
terpretations, and there was no uni
versal agreement on what social policy
was or on what purpose it was to serve
in the contemporary society. In common
usage, social policy was related to
social welfare and social security.
In a wider sense, social policy was
seen as an instrument for allocation
and re-allocation of resources in the
society according to certain principles
such as fairness, equity, equality and
social justice. Social policy was
closely related to economic policy and,
in some views, the two could not be
separated because one entailed the
othe r ,

In Australia, social policy has evolved
in stages, with a period of innovation
followed by a period of inactivity and
then by a period of gradual but rather
piecemeal progress. In recent years,
since 1972, there have been signifi
cant changes in social policy follow
ing each change of government, and the
current situation is one of uncertainty.
However, it is clear that social pol
icy plays an important role not only



14

EXTERNAL SEMINAR PRESENTATIONS

in providing income security for cert
ain social groups but also in providing
services such as education, health,
welfare and, to a certain extent, hous
ing. Increasingly important now are
services that may be defined as leisure
provisions, such as recreation, tourism,
and cultureo The consumption of these
services acquires a significant eco
nomic importance as well as an import
ance in determining people's life
styles and life chances. For this
reason the issue of leisure consumption
becomes an important issue for social
policy consideration.

NEW ENGLAND REGIONAL MEETING

On 19 October, Chris Rossiter attended
a meeting at Arrn i da le Hospital of all
Social Workers employed by the Health
Department in the New England region.
During the morning she addressed the
meeting on Current Trends in Australia's
Ageing Population and Policy Responses
to these Developments.
As with social workers and other prac
titioners elsewhere, participants at
the meeting were very much aware that
an increasing proportion of their case
load is aged 65 or more. After the
presentation of demographic trends,
discussion followed on the changing
nature of the elderly population and
the impact of the particular sex-ratios,
marital status, ethnicity and accommo
dation circumstances of elderly people
today and in future. The need for
widespread and varying services in
response to recent social trends was
then canvassed, with particular empha
sis on the problems of service provis
ion in non-metropolitan se t t l nqs . Dur
ing the afternoon, the meeting was
addressed by a Welfare Officer for the
Aged who described her work in Tam
worth, the major town in the region,and
gave details of her employment under
the States Grants (Home Care) Act.
This was followed by a broader discuss
ion of issues relating to ageing and

the different options for caring for
frail elderly people. Much of the dis
cussion drew on SWRC research in these
areas.

PLANNING FOR CARE
IN AN AGEING AUSTRALIA

To commemorate the 25th anniversary of
the founding of the Anglican Retirement
Villages a national seminar entitled

Planning for Care in an Ageing Austr
alia was held in Sydney on October 25
and 26,1984. Several hundred people
from all parts of Australia attended
and heard a range of speakers cover a
wide array of issues. The principal
speaker was Professor Tom Arie, Found
ation Professor of Health Care of The
Elderly, University of Nottingham,
England. Professor Arie is recognised
as a world authority on dementia and
has written widely on the organisation
of services for the elderly. Professor
Arie presented three papers in all, one
on the planning of services for the
elderly and two on clinical and psycho
geriatric aspects of treatment and care
in dementia and other areas. Other
papers included 'Reform of Institut
ional Care for the Elderly Person',
Mike Rungie; 'The Future of the Vol
untary Sector in Aged Carel, Vernon
Harrison; 'Future Role of Government
in Aged Ca re I. Ma r ie Co leman; I Demo
graphy and Ageing Trends ', George
Myers; 'The Emotional Aspects of
Demential, Barbara Squires.

The SW RC was represented by Adam Gray
car and Chris Rossiter,and Adam Gray
car presented a paper, based on their
joint work, entitled Accommodation
Options for Elderly People. The
paper presented a great deal of data
on demographic and housing matters,
especially population projections;
place of residence of elderly people
by age, sex, disability, marital
status; living arrangements by age,
sex; nature of occupancy; dwelling
type and structure. The data provided
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a backdrop to arguments about planning
and provision in the future and about
the types of interventions most suit
able for governments, voluntary agen
cies, and commercial developers. Both
open care and closed care systems were
discussed and one area which gets
little attention was discussed briefly,
namely residents' rights. The paper
concluded with an examination of con
siderations of equity, implications
for allocating people to different
care arrangements, and conflict of
goals in our public/private, federal/
state and formal/informal mix.

The Seminar organisers plan to publish
the papers which were presented, and
further information can be obtained
from

The Public Relations Officer
Anglican Retirement Villages
Box 284 PO
CASTLE HILL

Telephone: (02)

OFNER MEMORIAL ORATION

SWRC Director, Adam Graycar was in
vited by the Australian Association of
Gerontology to present the 1984 Ofner
Memorial Oration. His address which
was presented on November 16 was en
titled The Politics of Ageing, and
in it he discussed general allocative
principles, the politics of allocation
and the structure of interest group
activity in the process of determining,
for elderly people, who gets what,
when and how.

Social policy, he argued, is basically
about choices between conflicting pol
itical objectives and goals, and how
they are formulated. Welfare in the
eighties involved perennial disagree
ments about the permissible degree of
income and resource inequality. The
search for a consensus which ensures
the protection of the weak, the vul-
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nerable and the disadvantaged, must
begin with an understanding of social
structure and political life, for these
are the determinants of our welfare
structures. Welfare politics is the
conflict between citizen and group de
mands for inclusion in the face of in
stitutional and group policies which
promote exclusion. Who goes on the
scrap-heap and who doesn't? Many
elderly people find themselves in sit
uations of actual and potential ex
clusion from a broad range of social
all ocat ions.

He then went on to outline the various
types of lobbies evident in the poli
tics of age care. First, there is the
'direct interest' type. Claims are
made by those who are the potential
recipients and who thus have a direct
interest. The 'direct interest' lobby
can be divided into two parts - a re
cipient section, the old people them
selves, and a provider section. Sec
ond, there is an 'executive lobby',
where expansion and increases in bene
fits come from the authorities, poli
ticians and bureaucrats. Third, there
is the lobby of 'conscience', compris
ing those who have nothing to gain
directly, other than the satisfaction
of their humanitarian aspirations by
positive social pay-off.

The speech went on to examine the re
lationship between research in ageing
and political action, and the way in
which the identification of need among
elderly people fits into research and
political agendas.
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UNEMPLOYMENT AND INCOME. SWRC Project

Ioan Vipond, Pauline Garde, Bruce Bradbury.
This project uses the recently re
leased ASS 1% sample file from the
1981 Census of Population and Housing
to examine three main areas: first,
the extent of concentration of unem
ployment in families and households;
second, the association of unemploy
ment concentration with family and
household income levels; and, third,
the impact of family background upon
unemp Ioyment probab i lit ies , In the
first two parts of the analysis, no
model of causation has been used as
the aim is simply to disc6ver what
concentrations and associations exist.
We shall measure the numbers who are
unemployed within families and house
holds and compare high and low concen
trations of unemployment with the
incomes of the households. We knew
from other research that the unem
ployed are drawn disproportionately
from groups that in work earn low in
comes. We wish to know the extent to
which they currently live with other
workers who earn low incomes and the
extent to which they live in households
with low incomes relative to need.

The aim is to explore the association
of unemployment and poverty. The third
part of the research aims to explore
causal mechanisms by examining whether
the concentration of unemployment shows
any impact of family background. This
task is most appropriately addressed by
analysing the family effects on the un
employment rates of young people who
1ive at home. (There is only limited
information available on the family
backgrounds of adults or of young people
living away from their families.)

The 1% sample file provides the first
data set that allows analysis of these
issues. The sample is large, contain
ing 3,748 unemployed individuals in
private households and 240 unemployed
individuals in non-private dwellings.
Although much of these data will be
superseded by the more detailed Income
and Housing Survey when it is released,
the latter survey boasts only 15,000
households compared to 46,688 private
households and 6,579 persons in non
private dwellings in the 1% file.

SWRC HOUSKEEPING NEWS

MORE CHANGES AT SWRC:

There has been a reorganisation of work
teams and office space in preparation
for the new research program.
The corresponding new phone numbers are
listed on the outside back cover of
this Newsletter.

The general enquiries number for the
Centre remains (02)697-5150.

SUBSCRIBERS PLEASE NOTE:

If you have not received particular
issues of the Reports and Proceedings
series up to and including No.49,
please wri te to the Publ ications se.ct
ion so we can identify possible mail
ing list or mail service problems, and
forward your missing publications to
you.

PAYMENT FOR PUBLICATIONS:

Cheques and money orders should be made
out to: Social Welfare Research Centre.
Please don't send cash through the mail.
(See centre pages for details.)

SEASONS GREETINGS:

The staff of the SWRC would like to
wish Newsletter readers a happy Christ
mas and New Year. With the agreement
for the continuation of the SWRC now
complete, we look forward to 1985 and
a further 5 years of research support
for you.
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No.20 Bettlna Cass, "Poverty and Children: the effects of the recession" from: $1
Social Alternatives. Australian Social Welfare: Impact and·New·Ooctor,
Joint Issue September/October 1983. Spp.

No.21 C. Keens, J. Harrlson and A. Graycar, "Ageing and Community Care" from: $1
Social Alternatives, Australian Social Welfare: Impact and New Doctor,
Joint Issue September/October 1983, 4pp•

No.22 Dav i d KI nnear and Adam Graycar, "AgeIng and Famlly Dependency" from $1
Australian Journal of Social Issues,Volume 19, No.l, February 1981t, 1ltpp.

No.23 Adam Graycar and Jo Harr i son , "Ageing Populatlons and Social Care: Policy
Issues" from Australian Journal of Ageing, Volume 3. No.2, Hay 1981t. 7pp. $1

3. OTHER PUBLICATIONS

1980. 1981 and 1982 Diary of Social Legislation and Policy (Institute of
Applied Economics and Social Research, University of Helbourne; Institute
of Family Studies, Helbourne; Social Welfare Research Centre, UNSW).

Denise Young and Adam Jamrozik. Community Groups In Action for Change

Back copies of SWRC Newsletter

SWRC Working Paper: Jo Harrlson, Services for Elderly People : An Area Study.

Chrlstlne Hallett, Personal Social Services: Directions for Change (SWRC
Seminar Paper, September 1983)

Free

Free

Free

Free

Free

If you would like any of these pub] ications, complete ORDER FORM
(C) opposite, cut out or photocopy and send to:

I> Publications

Social Welfare Research Centre

I> University of New South Wales

PO Box 1

I> KENSINGTON NSW 2033

Telephone: (02) 697 5150

Thank you.· SWRC December 1984
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I 1. SUBSCRIPTION - REPORTS and PROCEEDINGS (R&P s)

I I would like to subscribe to the 2nd R & P series ($60)
I

2. INDIVIDUAL COPIES - R&P s

Please write cost of those R & Ps chosen from PUBLICATIONS LIST (B)
in box below corresponding with R & P number:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 "'0 11 12 13 14 "15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD~DD

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50

0000000000000000000000000
Sub-total ($)

3. INDIVIDUAL COPIES - Reprints

Please write 1 (for $1) for each Reprint chosen in box below

corresponding with Reprint number:

"' 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 "'0 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

D~DDD~D~DDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

I Sub-tota 1 (S)
I
I 4. MAILING LIST - SWRC NEWSLETTER

I
I I would 1ike to be placed on the mail ing 1ist for the Newsletter.

I
5. OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Please specify: ....•••......•....................................
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* Supplies of this publication have run out
. and we have decided not to reprint it.

D. Forwarding Details
Total ($) * D

Name: ..•..•....•.••.••••.•••..••.•....•.••••........•..••••.•.•.•

Address: ............... ., .
Postcode: ••.••..•••

I enclose:

*$ cheque/money order for publications and/or

subscription; and ORDER FORM (C).

Date: •.... / ..... / .••..
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Substitute Care for Children:

Proceedings of Child Welfare Seminar

Comments on Substitute Care for Child
ren : Emerging Issues edited by Laksiri
Jayasuriya and Joe Callega - Proceed
ings of a Seminar on Child Welfare
Issues in Austral ia - 25-26 May, 1984.

In recent times a number of reviews in
child welfare and changes to legislat
ion have taken place in most States in
Australia. A major investigation into
child welfare took place in Western
Australia in 1982 with the results
published in McCotter, D., Children in
Limbo (Department of Community Welfare,
Western Australia). The current publi
cation reports proceedings of a sem
inar designed with two objectives in
mind. The first was to Igenerate a
better understanding of the area of
substitute care policy in particular
the critical questions facing policy
analysts currently engaged in determin
ing new chi Id welfare pol icies in West
ern Australia. The second was to en
courage and develop the adoption of a
comparative standpoint - national and
international - in examining issues of
welfare pol icy and practice' (p.1). The
relationship between policy and practice
was a particular area of concern to
participants.

A range of papers were presented cover
ing policy issues in child care, al
ternatives to 'traditional adoption ',
values and approaches of child welfare
in Victoria and issues in child and
youth welfare practice. As Professor
Parker, Professor of Social Policy,
Cambridge University notes in his
summary of the proceedings, the papers
deal, in different ways, with four
themes -

• policy and practice
• the State and the family
• the individual and social networks
• settlement and change, parti£ularly

in relation to separated children.

Professor Parker points out that these

concern concepts are often seen as be
ing at opposite ends of the spectrum.
He concludes (p.107) that these four
relationships

represent important dimensions
within the child-care field. It
is important to recognise, and
to keep on recognising, the
tensions which are inherent in
them. Policies which fail to do
so are in considerable danger of
being oversimplified, inapprop
riate or quickly overtaken by
the march of events.

The report is available from:

The Department of Social Work
and Social Administration

University of Western Australia
NEDLANDS WA 6009

1'-::',';'~ I
1Ji~ ,-~~....~

Visiting Fellow
Dr Russe 11 Ross, from the Department of
Economics at the University of Sydney,
is visiting the Social Welfare Research
Centre for five months. He is working
on several labour ma~ket oriented pro
jects. As part of his ongoing research
on the market work patterns of married
women, he is investigating the impact
of the growth in two-earner families
(i.e. married couples who both are in
the labour force) on the Austral ian
economy. Particular attention will be
focus sed on household expenditure patt
erns, distribution of incomes, and de
mand for welfare services.
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SUBJECT GUIDE TO SWRC PUBLICATIONS

In response to the many requests received from readers for research material linked
to subject areas, we have cross-referenced SWRC publications to help serve the most
usual enquiries.

It is worth mentioning that this was done in consideration of those people who re
quire a quick guide to commence reading in a given area, and that it represents only
a single-take classification (with some exceptions) in a field where multiple class
ifications are likely. It includes the complete publications of the Reports and
Proceedings (R & Ps) and the Reprint series.

~
In order to purchase any of these reports, please refer, using the publication
number given, to the publications list and order form in the centre pages of this
News letter.

FAMity STUDIES
R&Ps
Bettina Cass, Uoem 10 ment and the Famil : The Social Im act of the Re
structuring of the Australian Labour Market, April 19 1, 55 pp.

Tania Sweeney and Adam Jamrozik, Services for Young Children: Welfare
Service or Social Parenthood?, March 1982, 144 pp.

Bettina Cass, Family Policies in Australia: Contest over the Social Wage,
May 1982, 41 pp.

David Kinnear and Adam Graycar, Family Care of Elderly People: Australian
Per~pectives, May 1982, 63 pp.

Carol Keens and Bettina Cass, Fiscal Welfare: Some Aspects of Australian
Tax Pol icy. Class and Gender Considerations, September 1982, 55 pp.

Stuart Rees and Anneke Emerson, Disabled Children, Disabl ing Practices,
January 1984, 129 ppo

Chris Rossiter, David Kinnear and Adam Graycar, Family Care of Elderly
People : 1983 Survey Results, January 1984, 100 pp.

Bettina Cass and Mary Ann O'Loughlin, Social Policies for Single- Parent
Families in Austral ia : An Analysis and a Comparison with Sweden, March
1984, 48 pp.

No. 43 lan Manning, Measuring the Costs of Living of Australian Families, April
1984, 70 pp.

No. 44 Tania Sweeney and Adam Jamrozik, Perspectives in Child Care: Experience
of Parents and Service Providers, April 1984, 201 pp.

Reprints
No. 3 Bettina Cass, "Housing and the Family" from: Home Ownership in Australia

: A Perspective for Future Policies, Housing Industry Association Seminar
Proceedings, 1980, 14 pp.

No. 5 Bettina Cass, Carol Keens and Jerry Moller, "Family Policy Halloween;
Fami ly Allowances: Trick or Treat?" from: Austral ian Quarterly, Vol.53,
No.l, Autumn 1981, 17 pp.
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No. 8 Bettina Cass, "Wages, Women and Children" from: R.F. Henderson (ed.) The
Welfare Stakes, IAESR 1981, 38 pp.

No. 15 Diana Wyndham, "Why Study Working Mothers and Ignore Working Fathers? : The
Impa~t of Parental Employment on Children" from: The Australian Quarterly,
Vol.~5, No.1, Autumn 1983, 8 pp.

No. 18 Adam Graycar, "Informal, Voluntary and Statutory Services: The Complex
Relationship" from: The British Journal of Social Work, Vo1.13, No.4,
August 1983, 15 pp.

No. 19 Jo Harrison, "Women and Ageing: Experience and Impl ications" from: Ageing
and Society, Vol.3, Part 2, July 1983, 27 pp.

No. 20 Bett ina Cass, "Poverty and Ch i Idren : the effects of the recess ion" from
Social Alternatives, Australian Social Welfare: Impact and New Doctor,
Joint Issue September/October 1983, 5 pp.

No. 22 David Kinnear and Adam Graycar, "Ageing and Family Dependency" from
Austral ian Journal of Social Issues, Vol.19, No.1, February 1984, 14 pp.

CHILD WELFARE / CHILD CARE
R&Ps

No. 19

No. 22

No. 29

No. 32

No. 34

No. 37

No. 44

Tania Sweeney and Adam Jamrozik, Services for Young Children: Welfare
Service or Social Parenthood?, March 1982, 144 pp.

Tania Sweeney, An Anallsis of Federal Funding of Children's Services - A
Sourcebook, May 1982, 2 pp.

Jan Carter, Protection to Prevention: Child Welfare Policies, January 1983,
76 pp.

Andrew Jones, Selectivity in Children's Services Policy, June 1983, 68 pp.

Jo Jarrah (ed.), Child Welfare: Current Issues and Future Directions,
July 1983, 89 pp.

Stuart Rees and Anneke Emerson, Disabled Children, Disabling Practices,
January 1984, 129 pp.

Tania Sweeney and Adam Jamrozik, Perspectives in Child Care: Experience of
Parents and Service Providers, April 1984, 201 pp.

Reprints
No. 12 Tania Sweeney, "Rev lew Article: Studies of Childhood and Ch i Id ren t s

Services" from: Australian and New Zealand Journal of Sociology, Vol.17,

No. 15 Diana Wyndham, "Why Study Working Mothers and Ignore Working Fathers? : The
Impact of Parental Employment on Chi ldren" from: The Austral ian Quarterly,
Vol.55, No.1, Autumn 1983, 8 pp.

No. 20 Bett i na Cass, "Poverty jand Ch i Idren : the effects of the recess ion" from
Social Alternatives, Australian Social Welfare Impact and New Doctor,
Joint Issue September/October 1983, 5 pp.
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AGEING
R&Ps

No. 4

No. 5

No. 14

No. 20

No. 23

No. 35

No. 38

No. 39

No. 41

No. 42

Jan Carter, States of Confusion: Australian Policies and the Elderly
Confused, January 1981, 50 pp.

Adam Graycar and David Kinnear, The Aged and the State: A Working Paper,
Revised edition, September 1982, 119 pp.

P. R. Kaim-Caudle, 'Cross National Comparisons of Social Services Pensions
for the Elderly, September 1981, 47 pp.

Adam Graycar (ed.), Age Care - Whose Responsibility7, March 1982, 49 pp.

David Kinnear and Adam Graycar, Family Care of Elderly People: Australian
Perspectives, May 1982, 63 pp.

Carol Keens, Frances Staden and Adam Graycar, Options for Independence:
Austral ian Home Help Policies for Elderly People, December 1983, 119 pp.

Chris Rossiter, David Kinnear and Adam Graycar, Family Care of Elderly
People : 1983 Survey Results, January 1984, 100 pp.

Randall Smith, Meals on Wheels in New South Wales: A Discussion Paper,
March 1984, 48 pp.

Adam Graycar (ed.), Accommodation After Retirement, April 1984, 51 pp.

Linda Rosenman and Marilyn Leeds, Women and the Australian Retirement Age
Income System, April 1984, 102 pp.

Reprints
No. 7 Adam Graycar, "Ageing in Australia: A Pointer to Political Dilemmas" from

Austral ian Quarterly, Vol.53, No.3, Spring 1981, 20 pp.

No. 18 Adam Graycar, "Informal, Voluntary and Statutory Services: The Complex
Relationship" from: The British Journal of Social Work, Vol.Hi No.4,
August 1983, 15 pp.

No. 19 Jo Harrison, "Women and Ageing: Experience and Implications" from: Ageing
and Society, Vol.3, Part 2, July 1983, 27 pp.

No. 21 C. Keens, J. Harrison and A. Graycar, "Ageing and Community Care" from:
Social Alternatives, Australian Social Welfare: Impact and New Doctor,
Joint Issue September/October 1983, 4 pp.

No. 22 David Kinnear and Adam Graycar, "Ageing and Fami ly Dependency" from
Austral ian Journal of Social Issues, VoL 19, No.l, February 1984, 14 pp.

No. 23 Adam Graycar and Jo Harrison, "Ageing Populations and Social Care Pol icy
Issues" from Australian Journal of Ageing, Vol.3, No.2, May 1984, 7 pp.

Other Publications
SWRC Working Paper: Jo Harrison, Services for Elderly People An Area Study
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ETHNICITY
R&Ps

No. 3 Michael Morrissey and Andrew Jakubowicz, Migrants and Occupational Health
A Report, November 1980, 92 pp.

No. 6 Michael Liffman, Immigrant Welfare: A Research Perspective, April 1981,
40 pp.

No. 46 Andrew Jakubowicz, Michael Morrissey and Joanne Palser, Ethnicity, Class
and Social Policy in Australia, May 1984, 125 pp.

LABOUR FORCE / UNEMPLOYMENT
R&Ps

No. 3

No. 7

No. 8

No. 11

No. 12

No. 15

No. 27

No. 30

No. 36

No. 48

Michael Morrissey and Andrew Jakubowicz, Migrants and Occupational Health
A Report, November 1980, 92 pp.

Bettina Cass, Unem 10 ment and the Famil : The Social Impact of the
Restructuring of the Australian Labour Market, April 19 1, 55 pp.

Adam Jamrozik and Marilyn Hoey, Workforce in Transition: Implications for
Welfare, May 1981, 74 pp.

Bettina Cass (ed.), Unemployment: Causes, Consequences and Policy Implic
ations, August 1981, 72 pp.

Adam Jamrozik and Robin Beck,Worker Co-operatives: An Evaluative Study of
the New South Wales Worker Co-operative Programme, August 1981, 178 pp.

Adam Jamrozik, Marilyn Hoey, Marilyn Leeds, Employment Benefits: Private or
Public Welfare?, November 1981, 138 pp.

Adam Jamrozik and Marilyn Hoey, Dynamic Labour Market or Work on the Wane
Trends in the Australian Labour Force 1966-1981, December 1982, 100 pp.

Peter Travers, Unemployment and Life-History: A Pilot Study, June 1983,
75 pp.

Diana Encel and Pauline Garde, Unemployment in Australia :An Annotated
Bibl iography, 1978-83, January 1984, 152 pp.

Graeme Brewer, The Experience of Unemployment in Three Victorian Regions,
August 1984, 103 pp.

Reprints
No. 2 Bettina Cass and Kris Pedler, "Where are They Hiding the Unemployed?" from

Australian Social Welfare Impact, November 1980, 27 pp.



R.F. Henderson (ed.) The
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TAXATION / FISCAL POLICY
R&Ps

No. 9 Robert V. Horn, Fiscal Welfare Effects of Changes in Australian Income Tax,
1972-73 to 1980-81, May 1981, 59 pp.

No. 24 Carol Keens and Bettina Cass, Fiscal Welfare: Some Aspects of Australian
Tax Pol icy. Class and Gender Considerations, September 1982,55 pp.

No. 33 lan Scott and Adam Graycar, Aspects of Fiscal Federalism and Social Welfare,
July 1983, 80 pp.

No. 42 Linda Rosenman and Marilyn Leeds, Women and the Australian Retirement Age
Income System, April 1984, 102 pp.

No. 45 Ann Harding, Who Benefits? : The Australian Welfare State and Redistribution,
Apri I 1984, 147 pp.

Reprints
No. 8 Bettina Cass, IIWages, Women and Children" from

Welfare Stakes, IAESR 1981, 38 pp.

No. 14 Bettina Cass, "Taxat lon and Social Policy from Taxation Reform, UNSW
Occasional Papers No.8, 1983, 17 pp.

No. 20 Bettina Cass, "Pover tv and Children: the effects of the reces s l on" from
Social Alternatives, Australian Social Welfare: Impact and New Doctor,
Joint Issue September/October 1983, 5 pp.

NON-GOVERNMENT WELFARE
R&Ps

No. 17 Adam Graycar and Wendy Silver, Funding of Non-Government Welfare: Agencies
Serving Disabled People in Western Australia, January 1982, 89 pp.

No. 25 Jill Hardwick and Adam Graycar, Volunteers in Non-Government Welfare Organ
isations in Australia: A Working Paper, September 1982, 41 pp.

No. 28 Adam Graycar, Government Officers· Expectations of Non-Government Welfare
Organisations: A Discussion Paper, December 1982, 93 pp.

Reprints
No. 10 Adam Graycar and Wendy Silver, "Funding Agencies" from: Austral ian Social

Welfare - Impact, March 1982, 4 pp.

No. 13 Adam Graycar and Wendy Silver, "Agencies, Services and Government Funding"
from: Australian Rehabilitation Review, Vol.6, No.3, 1982,5 pp.
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No. 18 Adam Graycar, "t nforma l , Voluntary and Statutory Services: The Complex
Re lat l onsh l p" from: The British Journal of Social Work, Vol.13, No.4,
August 1983, 15 pp.

Other Publications
• Denise Young and Adam Jamrozik, Community Groups in Action for Change.

SOCIAL POLICY
R&Ps

No. 2 Peter Saunders (ed.), The Poverty Line: Methodology and Measurement,
October 1980, 54 pp.

No. 10

No. 13

No. 16

No. 18

No. 26
No. 31

No. 43

No. 45

No. 47

No. 49

Concetta Benn, The Developmental Agproach : Demonstration Programs in the
Brotherhood of St Laurence, May 19 1, 20 pp.

Robert V. Horn, Extra Costs of Disablement: Background for an Australian
Study, September 1981,25 pp.

Linda Rosenman, Widowhood and Social Welfare Policy in Australia, January
1982, 75 pp.

Vivienne Milligan and Margaret McAllister, Housing and Local Government:
An Evaluation of the Waverley Community Housing Officer Project, February
1982, 109 pp.

RobertPinker, Theory, Ideology and Social Policy, October 1982, 23 pp.

Jo Jarrah (ed.), 53rd ANZAAS Congress: SWRC Papers, June 1983, 118 pp.

lan Manning, Measuring the Costs of Living of Australian Families, April
1984, 70 pp.

Ann Harding, Who Benefits? : The Australian Welfare State and Redistribu
tion, Apri 1 1984, 147 pp.

Rosemary Hooke (ed.), 54th ANZAAS Congress: SWRC Papers, June 1984, 231 pp.

Ugo Ascoli, Analysis of the Italian Welfare State: Some Implications for
Current Australian Issues, August 1984, 58 pp.

Reprints
No. Adam Graycar, "Expe r lmen te t lon and the Welfare State" from: Social Policy

and Administration, Vol.14, No.3, 1980, 21 pp.

No. 6 Adam Graycar, "Review Article: Austral ia's Social Wage'l from: Social
Policy and Administration, Vol.15, No.l, 1981,4 pp.

No. 8 Bettina Cass, IIWages, Women and Children" from: R.F. Henderson (ed.)
The Welfare Stakes, IAESR 1981,38 pp.

No. 9 Adam Graycar, "Social and Political Constraints: from: R.F. Henderson (ed.)
The Welfare Stakes, IAESR 1981, 40 pp.



29

TO SWRC PUBLICATIONS

No. 11 Adam Graycar, "Health and Social Policy", lan Webster, "What are the Needs
of the Community?" from Priorities in Health Care, UNSW Occasional Papers
No.7, 1982, 6 pp.

No. 18 Adam Graycar, Informal, Voluntary and Statutory Services: The Complex
Relationship" from: The British Journal of Social Work, Vol.13, No.4,
August 1983,15 pp.

Other Publications
• 1980, 1981 and 1982 Diary of Social Legislation and Policy (Institute of

Applied Economic and Social Research, University of Melbourne; Institute
of Family Studies, Melbourne; Social Welfare Research Centre, UNSW).

DATA & EVALUATION ISSUES
R&Ps

No. J. Moller (ed.), Data for Welfare Decision Making, September 1980,51 pp.

No. 2 Peter Saunders (ed.), The Poverty Line: Methodology and Measurement,
October 1980, 54 pp.

Reprints
No. 4 Robert V. Horn, "Social Indicators: Meaning, Methods and Applications"

from: International Journal of Social Economics, Vol.7, 1980, 39 pp.

No. 16· Ada!T1 Jamrozik, "Evaluation in Welfare: Specific Means for Uncertain Ends"
from: Developments in Australian Evaluation Research and Practice, Pro
ceedings of the first National Evaluation Conference, August 1982, 43 pp.

No. 17 Jerry Moller and Adam Graycar, "An Eye for Evaluation: from: Administrat
ion in Social Work, Vol.7, No.2, Summer 1983, 9 pp.
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SWPS ANALYTICAL STUDIES--

The role of the Social Welfare Policy
Secretariat of the Department of Social
Security is to advise on, and promote
the co-ordinated development and re
view, of policies and programs in the
broad field of health and welfare.

The SWPS has the additional task of
promoting research that would assist
in this development and review funct
ion. It therefore undertakes or ass
ists with applied analytical and stat
istical projects that are relevant to
current policy issues.

Below we have summarised two of these
project reports, published in 1984.

INCOME SUPPORT

FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

This discussion paper was prepared by
the SWPS, in co-operation with the
Office of Youth Affairs (OYA) as a
contribution to the debate on the
direction to be taken, over the longer
term, in the income support arrange
ments for young people aged 15 to 24
years. The paper gives detai Is of 37
existing Commonwealth programs.

The paper also examines the principles
which could provide a basis for assess
ing possible changes. These are re
flected in greater detai 1 in the dis
cussion of several issues - complex
ity, adequacy, equity, incentives and
dependency. Financing, administrative
and legislative aspects are also exam
ined.

A deal of public debate in this area
has favoured the introduction of a
single youth allowance for young
people in education, training or un
employment. A less complex system
would be easier to understand a~d

might be effective in encouraging a
higher participation in education.·
But the outstanding difficulty which

would be involved in removing com
plexity is the high cost, unless some
entitlements could be reduced. In
many cases the reduced entitlements
would be those of groups which have
been judged in the past to be in part
icular need.

The OYA and the SWPS analysed 16 ill
ustrative options, divided into four
packages. The packages comprise spec
ific changes which could be made in
stages to the existing arrangements to
pursue the general aims of the youth
allowance proposals at much less cost.
Scope to vary the amount of assistance
where special needs warrant this would
be retained.

INCOME SUPPORT POLICY

IN AUSTRALIA

IN THE CONTEXT OF

SLOW ECONOMIC GROWTH

This paper was presented to the 54th
ANZAAS Congress in May 1984.

It has commonly been observed that,
despite the great increase in social
security spending since the beginning
of the 1970s, poverty and disadvantage
have not been eliminated.

The paper presents factual information
that shows the extent to which persons
of working age rely on pensions and
benefits as a source of income.

Growth over the past 10 years in the
numbers receiving the principal pen
sions and benefits is also illustrated.

The paper notes that, at present, some
benefits are inadequate and that those
people who are unable to work during
the prime earning (and asset acquis
ition) stages of the life cycle are
particularly disadvantaged. This is
a matter of considerable significance



because some 20% of children live in
social security families. The major
ity of these (in excess of 80%) are
the children of sole parents and the
unemployed.

The paper provides a brief review of
some major economic and social devel
opments over the past 10 years. Par
ticular attention is paid to the slow
down in economic growth, to the growth
in unemployment, and the increasing
concentration of unemployment on the
most disadvantaged section of society.

Finally, the paper reviews the arrange
ments that presently exist which in
effect provide early retirement pen
sions for certain groups of people.
It shows the extent to which these
arrangements provide a financial in
centive for people to leave the labour
force rather than continue to look for
work,and questions whether this is
appropriate in view of concerns about
an ageing population. A number of al
ternative approaches that could be
considered in the medium term are
suggested.

Information about availability of
papers may be obtained by telephoning
Lyn Lardelli, Principal Executive
Officer, on (062) 89 3442, or by
writing to:

Principal Executive Officer
Social Welfare Policy Secretariat
PO Box 1
WODEN ACT 2606

* * *
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DATA BANKS

FOR

SOCIO-ECONOMIC

STATISTICS'

AND ANALYSIS

In January 1984 the Australian Nation
al Commission for UNESCO convened the
UNESCO Regional Workshop on Databanks
for Socio-Economic Statistics and
Analysis, at the University of
Melbourne.

A Summary Report of that workshop is
now available from the Institute of
Applied Econom icand Social Research
at the University of Melbourne.

The Report includes opening speeches
and summaries of papers which were
organised in 3 caregories:

(i) Machine-Readable Socio-Economic
Data

(ii) Socio-Economic Modelling and
Studies, and

(iii) Data Software and Hardware.

A very important outcome of the final
session was a set of proposals to es
tablish an information network through
out the Asia-Pacific region. This has
been achieved, and SEDNAP (Socio
Economic Databanks Network for Asia
and the Pacific) is now establishing a
regular newsletter to maintain liaison
between members.

Enquiries about SEDNAP in Australia
may be directed to:

Dr Duncan Ironmonger
C/- Institute of Applied Economic

and Social Research
University of Melbourne
PARKVILLE Vic 3052
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Institute of Family Studies

AUSTRALIAN FAMILY STUDIES DATABASE

INSTITUTE OF FAMILY STUDIES

The Institute, a Commonwealth Statutory
Authority established under the Family
Law Act, commenced operation in Febru
ary 1980. It is a research organisat
ion whose primary task is to conduct
and foster research into factors aff
ecting marital and family stability in
Austral ia. Included in its charter is
a commitment to disseminate information
about families and family life in Aus
tralia. To achieve this, the Instit
ute's Family Information Centre (FIC)
was set up.

FAMILY INFORMATION CENTRE

The FIC maintains the Institute's re
search library and provides an inform
ation service to researchers, secondary
and tertiary teachers, students, prac
titioners in the helping professions,
members of government and non-govern
ment organisations and interested mem
bers of the public. The FIC is res
ponsible also for the editing and pub
lishing of Institute publications.

WHAT IS FAMILY?

FAMILY database (Australian Family
Studies Database) is a computer-based
bibliographic reference system which
has been developed in the Family In
formation Centre. Work on a pilot
database was begun in 1983 and FAMILY
became operational in September 1984.
The database contains references from
1980 onwards to Australian material or
to material written by Australians in
overseas publications. Books, journal
articles, conference papers, government
publications, theses and unpublished
papers are included.

SUBJECT COVERAGE

Trends and change in marriage and the
fami ly
Family and society
Fami ly law
Organisations and services to families
Economics and the family
Family types, relations and dynamics
Mate selection and marriage

Issues related to sexuality and fert
i I i ty
Minority groups and special families
Counselling and education for marriage
and parenthood
Research and methodology

ACCESS TO FAMILY

Online search and retrieval is avail
able through AUSINET, the computer net
work of ACI Computer Services. Access
to AUSINET can be arranged through your
1ibrary or by contacting ACI Informat
ion Retrieval Group, PO Box 43, Clayton,
Victoria 3168. Telephone (03) 544 8433.
In Print: The first hard copy volume
of entries in FAMILY database will be
published in December 1984. Thereafter
a quarterly update wi 11 be printed.

OBTAINING DOCUMENTS

While all documents listed in FAMILY
database are held in the Institute's
Family Information Centre, a large
percentage of the references in FAMILY
comes from books and journals held in
academic libraries and thus is avail
able through the inter-library loan
system. Price and availability are
listed for many documents. Most In
stitute of Family Studies publications
are available for sale and thus will
not be available for loan, unless the
publication is out of print. Out of
print works will be available for
inter library loan.

HELP NEEDED

The aim of IFS is to make FAMILY a
national information resource. In
1985 they plan to add a new section to
FAMILY database on 'Research in Pro
gress'. If you know of current re
search projects in the subject areas
listed above, or have published books,
journal articles, conference papers
or theses which are not in FAMILY
database, the IFS would be pleased to
hear from you at:

Editor:FAMILY
Institute of Family Studies
766 Elizabeth Street
MELBOURNE Vic 3000

Telephone: (03) 342 9100
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FIRST NATIONAL WOMEN'S HOUSING CONFERENCE

Women's Housing Action Group

Further information from:

WHAG now invites conference papers and
other involvement in the program, as
well as suggestions as to issues which
should be addressed at the conference.

5001SA

Action Group (SA)

(08) 227 4822Phone:

Marg ie Hi 11
Women's Hous i ng
GPO Box 1072
ADElAI DE

housing sector, by examining the social,
economic and legal status of Australian
women. The needs of women in four
housing tenures - home ownership, pri
vate rental market, public housing and
crisis accommodation - and also the
needs of particular groups of women,
will then be examined by means of pap
ers and other presentations in a series
of workshops and national forums. The
process of needs identification will
be followed by further forums and work
shops aimed at canvassing and proposing
options and innovations to assist women
in areas including housing finance,
design, planning, construction and man
agement. The conference will also in
clude sessions looking at strategies
which could be employed to encourage
greater participation by women in the
planning, provision and management of
housing.

In the group's subsequent discussions,
members identified not only the prob
lems faced by women in gaining access
to home ownership, but also the diffi
culties experienced particularly by
women in other areas of housing includ
ing the private rental market and pub
lic housing. It also became apparent
how minimally women were involved in
decision-making concerning housing
issues at government, industry and
community levels. The Women's Housing
Action Group was convened as a non
partisan group to work towards encour
aging policies and practices which
addressed the needs of women across the
whole housing spectrum.

A major focus of WHAG's program is to
convene the first national conference
on women's housing, in March 1985. It
is proposed that the conference will
commence with an analysis of why women
in particular face constraints in the

In early 1984 WHAG successfully applied
for Community Employment Program funds
to undertake research and consultation
at State and national levels aimed at
further identifying the current housing
situation facing women. The project is
being sponsored by the SA Office of
Housing, which is a housing policy and
advisory unit within the SA Public
Service.

The SA Women's Housing Action Group
(WHAG) has been in existence for 18
months. The group began as an informal
coalition of women who have an interest
in the housing issues and problems fac
ing women, and who wanted to make sub
missions to the SA Government's review
of home purchase assistance programs,
conducted in 1983.

The SA Women's Housing Action Group in
vites input to and attendance at the
first national women's housing confer
ence, which is being held in Adelaide,
1-3 Ma rch 1985.
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QUANTITATIVE SOCIAL SCIENCE METHODS

===== ACSPRI Summer Training Program, 1985 =~=~=

Between 2 - 15 February, 1985, the
Australian Consortium for Social and
Political Research Inc. (ACSPRI), will
be offering a Summer Training Program
for teachers, researchers and others
using, or contemplating the use of,
quantitative data and analytic tech
niques. The Program will be held at
Monash University in Melbourne, draw
ing on outstanding teachers of these
methods from around Australia and over
seas.

The ACSPRI Program is supported by the
Academy of the Social Sciences, and is
the first of its kind offered in Aust
ralia. It aims to provide for Aust
ralian teachers, researchers and others
the kind of training courses previously
most readily available in the United
States or Britain. The diffusion of
data-analytic skills is important in

Enrolment fees will be

enabling Australia to take advantage
of the growing data-bases available to
scholars and policy makers, as well as
being personally satisfying to those
with an interest in this kind of work.

ACSPRI believes that most departments
concerned with social research will
have at least one person - a staff
member, or graduate student - who
would benefit from - and may well be
seeking - the opportunity to acquire
or expand skills in data-based teach
ing or research.

The live-in program provides intensive
training over a relatively short time
in state-of-the-art techniques. Two
different levels of course - intro
ductory and advanced - cater for
variations in previous acquaintance
with data-based analysis.

Applicants from Institutions which are:

Introductory Stream (two weeks)
- 2-15 February 1985

DATA ANALYSIS WITH SPSS
(and supporting units)

Advanced Streams (one week each course)
2-8, or 9-15 February, 1985

ACSPRI
Members

$300

$150

Non-ACSPRI
~1embers

$350

$200

Accommodation for the two weeks will be provided at Mannix
College, Monash University, at a cost of $30 per person per
day (full board).

Further information about the ACSPRI Summer Program is avail
able from:

Prof D A Kemp, Dept of Pol.i t-iee , Monash University" Clayton" Vic 3168
Dr T W Beed" Director'" Sample Survey Centre" University of Sydney"

NSW 2006
Dr R Jones" Social Science Data Archives" ANU" GPO Box 4" Canberra"

ACT 2601
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SSDA Data Catalogue

New edition

The Social Science Data Archives
(SSDA) at the Australian National
University wishes to announce that an
updated edition of the SSDA Data Cata
logue is available, as from October,
1984. The catalogue is a guide to
data sets deposited with SSDA which
are available to researchers for the
purpose of secondary analysis. Cover
age now includes 330 Australian data
sets from academic, government and
private organisations, plus Australian
Census and overseas data sets.

A detailed abstract of each data set
includes information on the personnel
involved in the study, the research
topic and a summary of variables, the
sample population, sampling procedures,
data collection, size of the data set,
and publ ications resulting from the .
study. Subject and investigator in-'
dexes are also included to aid users
of the catalogue.

Data sets cover a wide range of topics
in the fields of political science,
sociology, economics, finance, educat
ion, psychology, law, labour and
employment, demography, human environ
ment, culture and humanities, communi
cation ~nd information, life sciences,
physical and environmental sciences and
technology.

Copies of the catalogue are distributed
in a looseleaf (A4) binder. The entire
updated edition is available from the
SSDA at $37 (plus postage and packing).
Those who already have the first edition
will only require a set of looseleaf
additions to the previous binder, cost
ing $17 (plus postage and packing).

Further details can be obtained from:

Social Science Data Archives
Australian National University
GPO Box 4
CANBERRA ACT 2601

Phone: (062) 494400

5th Federalism Project. Conference Notice
Date : Thursday 14th and Friday 15th

Februa ry, 1985

Place: ANU, Canberra: Coombs Building
Seminar Room A

Theme: 'The State of the States'

Major papers on each of the six States
and the Northern Territory and supple
mentary papers on key aspects of com
parative state politics and federalism
will be presented.

Dinner: An informal Conference dinner
is arranged for Thursday evening, when
payment will be collected. Those in
tending to attend should indicate on
the Registration form.

Conference Papers: Those who attend
the Conference will receive copies of
papers. Others may obtain sets of
papers by indicating this on the Reg
istration form and returning it with
a $10 fee.

2601ACT

49 3049

Registration: Details may be obtained
by contacting:

Federalism Project Conference
Department of Political Science,

RSSS
Australian National University
GPO Box 4
CANBERRA

Phone: (062)

Accommodation: A limited number of
rooms have been reserved at University
House for the nights of 13th and 14th
February. Those interested should
make their own bookings direct with
University House. Address: GPO Box
1535, Canberra, ACT 2601, Phone: (062)
49 5211.
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"Community Welfare Services In the Australian States"

AUSTRALASIAN SOCIAL POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION ASSOCIATION INC.
NOTICE OF CONFERENCE AND CALL FOR PAPERS==========

A conference on community welfare ser
vices in the Austral ian States and
Territories will be convened by ASPAA
in Melbourne from 15th to 17th August
1985. The theme will be a comparative
perspective upon the role of State gov
ernments in community welfare services.
The conference will bring together
people from tertiary institutions, the
public service and the welfare sector.

Papers that represent a comparative
analysis of State services are especi
ally sought. Topics might include:

• inter-governmental relations,
relations between State governments
and non-government organisations

• policy and planning structures and
processes

• State financing and service
de livery issues.

The service fields might include:

• child and family welfare

• foster care and adoption

• youth services

• women's services

• handicapped persons

• aged care

• housing programs for groups with
special needs

• the criminal justice system

• mental heolth services.

Case studies of particular programs or
States should raise issues of national
concern.

Abstracts of up to 500 words are in
vited. All submissions will be read
by members of the conference committee
and will be evaluated on the basis of
significance, originality and overall
quality. It is important that the ab-

stract (1) conveys the proposed paper's
novel ideas; (2) contains sufficient
information to enable the conference
committee to determine the scope of the
work; and (3) includes comparisons with
and references to the relevant literat
ure. Abstracts should be sent, by 22nd
February 1985, to:

Mr Andrew Jones
Department of Social Work
University of Queensland
ST LUCIA Qld 4067

Completed papers or a three page summary
are required by 12th July 1985, for dis
tribution in advance to conference par
ticipants.

ASPAA intends to arrange the publicat
ions of papers that contribute signifi
cantly to the conference theme.

Requests for registration forms or en
quiries about ASPAA membership can be
made to:

ASPAA Conference Secretariat
The Management and Policy Studies

Centre
Canberra College of Advanced Education
PO Box 2
BELCONNEN ACT 2616



SURVEY OF EPILEPSY

SELF HELP GROUPS

The National Epilepsy Association of
Australia would like to locate all
Epilepsy Self Help groups in Australia,
before commencing a survey on the needs
of Epilepsy Self Help groups.

The objectives of the project include:

1. Locating all existing groups
throughout Australia;

2. Researching their needs in order to
provide resources for them;

3. Determining how to involve Epilepsy
Self Help groups in national policy;

4. Developing ways in which the Epil
epsy Self Help movement can be
promoted as a cohesive force;

5. Identifying the role of such groups
in the wider Community Self Help
movement.

So if you are, or know of anybody,
associated with unaffiliated groups in
Australia, the Association would be
pleased to hear from you via the Pro
ject Officer, Jan Cooke, at:

National Epilepsy Association
of Australia

PO Box 554
LILYDALE Vic 3140

Phone: (03) 735 0211
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