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Melbourne Gay Community Periodic Survey 2012 
Conducted by 

This is a survey of sexual practices of men who have had sex with another man in the last five years.  
This survey is completely anonymous – please do not write your name on the questionnaire.  

Your responses are very important, they provide valuable information that assists  
in HIV health promotion efforts. PLEASE COMPLETE THE SURVEY ONCE ONLY. 

Section A – About you 

1. How many of your friends are gay or homosexual men? 
1 None 2 A few 3 Some 4 Most 5 All

2. How much of your free time is spent with  
gay or homosexual men? 

1 None 2 A little 3 Some 4 A lot 

3. Do you think of yourself as: 
1  Gay/Homosexual 2  Bisexual 3  Heterosexual 
4  Other  (please specify) 

4. How old are you? 

  Years 

5. Are you of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander origin? 
1 No 2 Yes

6. What is your ethnic background? (e.g. Dutch, Greek, 
Vietnamese, Lebanese) 

1 Anglo-Australian 2 Other   

7. Where were you born? 

1  Australia 2 Overseas 

8. Where do you live? 

Postcode    OR

Suburb/Town  

9. Are you: 
1 Employed full-time 4 A student 
2 Employed part-time 5 Unemployed 
3 On pension/social security 6 Other 

10. What is your occupation? (e.g. bartender, teacher, welder) 

 (specify) 

11. What is the highest level of education you have had? 
1 Less than or up to 3 years of high school / Year 10 
2 Year 12 / HSC / SACE / TEE / VCE  
3 Tertiary diploma or trade certificate / TAFE 
4 University degree or CAE  Go to section B 

Section B – Your sex partners 

In this survey we distinguish between REGULAR 
(boyfriend/lover) and CASUAL partners

12. Do you currently have sex with casual male partners?  
1 No 2 Yes

13. Do you currently have sex with a regular male partner? 
1 No 2 Yes

14. How would you describe your sexual relationship with your 
current regular male partner? (choose one) 

1 We are monogamous – neither of us has casual sex 
2 Both my partner and I have casual sex with other men 
3 I have casual sex with other men but my partner does 
      not
4 My partner has casual sex with other men but I do not
5 I have several regular male partners 
6 No current regular male partner Go to Section C

15. If you are in a regular relationship with a man, for how long 
has it been? 

1 Less than 6 months 
2 6–11 months 
3 1–2 years 
4 More than 2 years 
5 Not in a regular relationship with a man 

16. Do you have a clear (spoken) agreement with your regular 
partner about anal sex (fucking) within your relationship?

1 No agreement 
2 Agreement: No sex at all 
3 Agreement: No anal sex at all 
4 Agreement: All anal sex is with a condom 
5 Agreement: Anal sex can be without a condom 

17. Do you have a clear (spoken) agreement with your regular 
partner about sex with casual partners?

1 No agreement 
2 Agreement: No sex at all 
3 Agreement: No anal sex at all 
4 Agreement: All anal sex is with a condom 
5 Agreement: Anal sex can be without a condom 

Go to section C 
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Section C – Sex in the last 6 months 

18.  How many different men have you had sex with in the last 6 
months?

In this survey we distinguish between REGULAR 
(boyfriend/lover) and CASUAL partners . . .

1 None 4 6–10 men 7 More than 50 men 
2 One 5 11–20 men 
3 2–5 men 6 21-50 men 

19. In the last 6 months how often have you had sex with  
men you met at or through: 

  Never Occasionally Often 
 Internet 1 2 3

 Mobile app e.g. Grindr 1 2 3

 Gay bar 1 2 3

 Dance party 1 2 3

 Gym 1 2 3

 Beat 1 2 3

 Gay sauna 1 2 3

 Other sex venue 1 2 3

 Sex workers 1 2 3

 Private sex parties 1 2 3

 In other Australian cities 1 2 3

 Elsewhere in Australia 1 2 3

 Overseas 1 2 3

20. In the last 6 months, how often did you have group sex 
involving at least two other men?

1 Every Week 3 Once / A few times 
2 Monthly 4 Never 

 Go to section D 

Section D – Regular male partners – last 6 months 
21. Have you had sex with regular male partner/s  

in the last 6 months?
1 Yes 2 No  Go to section E 

In the last 6 MONTHS which of the following have you 
done with any of your REGULAR male partner/s?

Oral sex regular partner/s:

22. I sucked his cock but he did NOT come in my mouth. 
1 Never 2 Occasionally 3 Often 

23. He sucked my cock but I did NOT come in his mouth. 
1 Never 2 Occasionally 3 Often 

24. I sucked his cock and he came in my mouth.
1 Never 2 Occasionally 3 Often 

25. He sucked my cock and I came in his mouth.
1 Never 2 Occasionally 3 Often 

Anal sex regular partner/s:
26. I fucked him with a condom.

1 Never 2 Occasionally 3 Often 

27. He fucked me with a condom.
1 Never 2 Occasionally 3 Often 

28. I fucked him without a condom but pulled out before I came. 
1 Never 2 Occasionally 3 Often 

29. He fucked me without a condom but pulled out before he 
came.

1 Never 2 Occasionally 3 Often 

30. I fucked him without a condom and came inside. 
1 Never 2 Occasionally 3 Often 

31. He fucked me without a condom and came inside. 
1 Never 2 Occasionally 3 Often 

Section E – Casual male partners – last 6 months
32. Have you had any sex with any casual male partner/s  

in the last 6 months?
1 Yes 2 No  Go to section F 

In the last 6 MONTHS which of the following have you 
done with any of your CASUAL male partner/s?

Oral sex casual partner/s:
33. I sucked his cock but he did NOT come in my mouth. 

1 Never 2 Occasionally 3 Often 

34. He sucked my cock but I did NOT come in his mouth. 
1 Never 2 Occasionally 3 Often 

35. I sucked his cock and he came in my mouth.
1 Never 2 Occasionally 3 Often 

36. He sucked my cock and I came in his mouth.
1 Never 2 Occasionally 3 Often 

Anal sex casual partner/s:
37. I fucked him with a condom.

1 Never 2 Occasionally 3 Often 

38. He fucked me with a condom.
1 Never 2 Occasionally 3 Often 

39. I fucked him without a condom but pulled out before I came. 
1 Never 2 Occasionally 3 Often 

40. He fucked me without a condom but pulled out before he 
came.

1 Never 2 Occasionally 3 Often 

41. I fucked him without a condom and came inside. 
1 Never 2 Occasionally 3 Often 

42. He fucked me without a condom and came inside. 
1 Never 2 Occasionally 3 Often 

HIV disclosure casual partner/s
43. How many of your casual partners did you tell your HIV status 

before sex? 
1 None 2 Some 3 All

44. How many of your casual partners told you their HIV status 
before sex? 

1 None 2 Some 3 All
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The following questions are for men who have had any anal sex without a condom
with casual male partner(s) in the last 6 months. 

If you have not had any anal sex without a condom with casual male partners, go to section F 

45. In the last 6 months, if you had anal sex without a condom with any casual male partner(s), 
did you do any of the following to avoid getting or passing on HIV? 

I made sure we were the same HIV status before we fucked 
without a condom 

1  Never 2  Occasionally 3  Often 4  Always 

I chose to take the top role (I fucked him) because his HIV status 
was different or unknown to me 

1  Never 2  Occasionally 3  Often 4  Always 

I chose to take the bottom role (he fucked me) because his HIV 
status was different or unknown to me 

1  Never 2  Occasionally 3  Often 4  Always 

When I fucked him, I chose to pull out before cumming because 
his HIV status was different or unknown to me 

1  Never 2  Occasionally 3  Often 4  Always 

When he fucked me, I made sure he pulled out before cumming
because his HIV status was different or unknown to me 

1  Never 2  Occasionally 3  Often 4  Always 

Go to section F 

Section F – HIV testing
46. Have you ever had an HIV antibody test? 

1 No 2 Yes

47. When were you last tested for HIV antibodies? 
1 Never tested 5 7–12 months ago
2 Less than a week ago 6 1–2 years ago 
3 1–4 weeks ago 7 2–4 years ago 
4 1–6 months ago 8 More than 4 years ago 

48. Based on the results of your HIV antibody tests,  
what is your HIV status? 

1 No test/Don’t know 
2 Negative 
3 Positive

49. If you have a regular partner, do you know the result of his HIV 
antibody test? 

1 Positive 2 Negative 
3 I don’t know/He hasn’t had a test 

50. If your regular partner is HIV positive, what was his last viral 
load test? 

1 Undetectable 
2 Detectable 
3 Don’t know / unsure 

If you are HIV-positive please complete  
the next four questions. If not, go to section G 

51. When were you first diagnosed as HIV-positive? 

Year     
52. Are you on combination antiretroviral therapy? 

2 Yes 1 No

53. What was your last viral load test?
1 Undetectable 
2 Detectable 
3 Don’t know / unsure 

54. What was your last CD4 count?
1 <200 4 >500
2 201-350 5 Don’t know/unsure 
3 351-500 

Go to section G 

Survey continues on next page
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Section G – STI testing
55. Which of these sexual health tests have you had in the last 12 

months? 
  None Once Twice 3 or more 
 Anal swab 1 2 3 4

 Throat swab 1 2 3 4

 Penile swab 1 2 3 4

 Urine sample 1 2 3 4

 Blood test for HIV 1 2 3 4

Blood test for 
syphilis 

1 2 3 4

 Other blood test 1 2 3 4

56. Where did you go the last time you had a syphilis test? 
1 My regular GP 
2 Another GP 
3 Sexual health clinic 
4 HIV clinic 
5 Never tested 

57. Were you aware that someone could have syphilis without any 
physical symptoms? 

1 Yes, I was aware 2 No, I wasn't aware 

58. Were you aware you could get syphilis through oral sex? 
1 Yes, I was aware 2 No, I wasn't aware 

59.  Were you diagnosed with any sexually transmitted infection 
(other than HIV) in the last 12 months? 

1 Yes 2 No

60. If you were diagnosed with a sexually transmitted infection in 
the last 12 months, how many of your sex partners did you tell 
about your diagnosis? 

1 None 2 A few 3 Some 4 All
5 Not been diagnosed with an STI in the last 12 months 

Go to section H 

Section H – HIV medication to prevent HIV

61. What do you know about post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP)? 
1 It’s readily available now 
2 It will be available in the future 
3 I’ve never heard about it 

If you are HIV-positive you can skip the next question 
and go to section I 

62. In the last 6 months, have you taken any anti-HIV
medication to prevent HIV infection: 

 Before anal sex without a condom 1 Yes 2 No

After anal sex without a condom 
e.g. PEP 1 Yes 2 No

Go to section I 

Section I – Drug use
63. How often have you used these drugs in the last 6 months?

  Never Once/ 
twice

At least 
monthly

Every 
week

Amyl/poppers 1 2 3 4

Marijuana 1 2 3 4

Viagra/Cialis etc 1 2 3 4

Ecstasy 1 2 3 4

Speed 1 2 3 4

Cocaine 1 2 3 4

Crystal meth 1 2 3 4

GHB 1 2 3 4

Ketamine
(special K) 

1 2 3 4

Heroin 1 2 3 4

Meow meow 
(mephedrone) 

1 2 3 4

Any other drug 1 2 3 4

64. How often have you injected drugs in the last 6 months?
1 Every week 3 Once or twice 
2 At least monthly 4 Never 

65. In the last 6 months, how often have you used party drugs for 
the purpose of sex? 

1 Every week 3 Once or twice 
2 At least monthly 4 Never 

66. In the last 6 months, how often have you had group sex after 
or while using party drugs? 

1 Every week 3 Once or twice 
2 At least monthly 4 Never 

The survey concludes here. 

Thank you for your time.

As this survey is anonymous, feedback cannot  
be provided directly. Please check the NCHSR  
and VAC/GMHC websites for the results of this 
survey. 

http://nchsr.arts.unsw.edu.au 

http://www.vicaids.asn.au 


