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Infrastructure for problem-
based collaborative research  

Aligning research, policy and practice

Maude Frances and Joanne Croucher
University Library, University of New South Wales



An effective partnership between 
government, community, 

researchers and health care 
practitioners has enabled 

Australians to substantially modify 
behaviours that put them at risk of 
HIV infection and support those 
with HIV infection from risk of 

ongoing transmission. 
(Bernard, D., Kippax, S. & Baxter, D. (2008). Effective 
partnership and adequate investment underpin a successful
response: Key factors in dealing with HIV increases. Sexual 
Health, 5, 193–201.)



• The research context
– partners and partnerships
– existing resources 

• Infrastructure for collaboration
– Fedora-based repository
– cross sectoral research lifecycle approach

• Social science research
– Data Documentation Initiative (DDI)



Academic



Government



Non-government



Affected communities



How do partnerships work?

• Twenty five years collaborative research
• Throughout research lifecycle
• Research informs National Strategies
• Strategies inform health promotion 

campaigns
• Policy and practice inform ongoing 

research agenda



Dispersed resources

• Academic multidisciplinary research material 
– Projects
– Research instruments
– Data
– Publications

• Policy documents, guidelines
• Health education material
• Meeting records, conference proceedings and 

presentations
• News media items





Infrastructure for collaboration

• Support for diverse requirements
research – policy – practice

• Trust is crucial
technology – sustainability - fit

• Fit with existing workflows
research – policy – practice



Social Science Research Materials



Metadata Standards

• Dublin Core (DC)

• Metadata Object Description Schema (MODS)
• XML schema for bibliographic data
• describes digital library projects 
• http://www.loc.gov/standards/mods/

• Data Documentation Initiative (DDI)
• describes social science research objects
• http://www.ddialliance.org/

http://www.loc.gov/standards/mods/
http://www.ddialliance.org/






Related items



Refine by facets

• Research items
• Policy items
• Health education items
• Media and cultural items



Metadata is harvested from Australian institutional repositories 













DDI 3.0 Lifecycle Model















Research models

• Triple helix model
– Etzkowitz & Leydesdorff (1997)

• Mode 2 research
– Gibbons et al. (1997)

• Post-normal science
– Funtowicz & Ravetz (1993)



Linking research, policy & practice

• Extension of research lifecycle model
• Support for all research partners
• Supports existing and emerging collaborations
• Shared space for working projects
• Storage for past projects
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